Tropical Ecology – Class Minutes

8 April 2009

PASSPORT


Usually plan on having this with you at all times. When we’re traveling by bus or from area to area, it is a good idea to keep you passport with you in a pants pocket or backpack. When we’re at BFREE or at the island, you don’t need to take it everywhere. Just be sure to put it somewhere you will definitely know where it is and will not forget to bring it with you the next time we travel from place to place. It’s a good idea to keep a photocopy of your passport with you in a different place than the original for emergency/accident precautions.
CASH


Take plenty of cash. Do NOT rely on a credit card. Very few places (read: nowhere) in Belize will be able to process a card. You can bring a credit card along for airport food/souvenirs, but after we leave the States or the Belize Int. Airport, it will be cash only.

AIRLINE TICKETS


Dr. Jones and Sean Collins will be traveling separately from the group. American Airlines could not issue 24 people in a group for some reason. The max was 23. So, Collins and Jones will be leaving the Belize airport around 11:30 am on 5 June. Everyone else will depart around 2:30 pm on the same day. Similarly, we’ll be arriving back in Cincinnati somewhat earlier than you all. 


The flights are as follows:  


Collins – Depart: 21 April 2009



Continental 2611(CVG-IAH), 11:00 am-12:30 pm; 1628 (IAH-BZE), 1:30 pm-2:54 pm



Return: 5 June 2009



Continental 1650 (BZE-IAH), 11:20 am-2:55 pm; 2276 (IAH-CVG), 4:17 pm-7:45 pm
Jones – Depart: 18 May 2009



Continental 2611(CVG-IAH), 11:00 am-12:30 pm; 1628 (IAH-BZE), 1:30 pm-2:54 pm



Return: 5 June 2009



Continental 1650 (BZE-IAH), 11:20 am-2:55 pm; 2276 (IAH-CVG), 4:17 pm-7:45 pm


Everyone else – Depart: 18 May 2009


American 3456 (CVG-DFW), 10:50 am-12:15 pm; 2193 (DFW-BZE), 1:00 pm-2:50 pm

Return: 5 June 2009



American 2104 (BZE-MIA), 2:25 pm-6:25 pm; 3971 (MIA-CVG), 9:15 pm-11:59 pm
Airports: CVG-Cincinnati, OH; IAH-Houston TX; DFW-Dallas, TX; BZE-Belize City, MIA-Miami, FL

22 APRIL 2009 – NO CLASS (Jones has a meeting in Baltimore)

1491 Discussing the book:


Natives as “beautiful specimens.” Europeans at the time had serious hygiene issues. Bathing was rare. Natives very muscular. Plenty to eat. No starvation. Europeans lived with livestock in close proximity. Transmitted many diseases. Trip overseas caused scurvy and other diseases associated with mal-nutrition.


A possible demise of Native Americans (NA) was that they took pity on Europeans (E). When E arrived they could not sustain themselves. NA thought they could gain from camaraderie with E. If weaker NA tribes gave E support (food, etc) then E would help those weaker NA tribes defeat stronger NA tribes. Unfortunately, E gave all NA tribes E diseases. NA had no natural immunities to these diseases.


One way NA “got rid” of E was just to burn villages. Not so subtle way of making a point.


QUESTION: Do you think there are many undiscovered NA villages still?


Yes. Even here in WV and the U.S. we are still uncovering “lost” villages. In Buffalo, WV, when the new Toyota plant was built, excavators unearthed human remains. In 2004 in VA, archaeologists found the lost Jamestown settlement on a farm.


So few NA could not have changed the landscape. 1491 tries to show (and does successfully, to some extent) that NA cultivated land. Blueberry bushes spread geographically speaking are very similar genetically speaking. Ideas that NA took berries in mud balls and when passed a heath that could support the plant would throw the mud balls in. Thus they “cultivated” or transplanted these bushes. Another example evident in American Chestnut (great mast-producing tree). Maize is not a natural phenomenon. This plant did not exist in the wild. It was manipulated to produce large kernels and many ears.  This is more evidence of use of land.


The Three Sisters (beans, corn, squash) were unknown in the earliest history or US North Americans. Farmers in present-day Mexico cultivated these plants. Extensive trade network among NA. Evidence of this from the “Poop Lady” of Mammoth Cave. Studied coprolites (fossilized human feces) from NA. Well back in caves (~1.5 miles). These coprolites had no beans, corn, squash but many wild edibles. 


Caves remained a place to seek shelter and to store food. Large clay pots with corn, etc stored in Belize in caves. 
