ISC 283



Tropical Ecology


Spring 2009
Instructor: Dr. Tom Jones



TA: Sean Collins

Office: Morrow Library, 115



Office: Morrow, G18
Phone: 304-389-5832




Phone: 740-464-8746
E-mail: jonest@marshall.edu



E-mail: collins84@marshall.edu
Office Hours: W 10-12, 2-4 

or by appointment

Time: W, 5:00 – 7:30 pm



Location: Morrow Commons
Credit hours:  4

Required Text: 
Belize and N. Guatemala (2004 ed), Les Beletsky, ISBN 1-56-656568-5

1491 (2006 ed), Charles Mann, ISBN 1-40-003205-9

Extra Student Fee:  variable due to flight cost at booking, $2900 to$3100
Purpose:
The purpose of this course is to familiarize students with biota (plants and animals) of Belize and their relationships with the tropical environment. Culture, history, and economics of Belize will also be covered by readings, lectures, and experience.  There are four main components to this course:
(1) Lecture: Which will be based upon experiences of the course instructors, guest speakers, and readings assignments.
(2) Laboratory: Which will center around an nineteen-day field experience in Belize including forest and oceanic ecology.
(3) Discussions: Prior to and following the Belize experience, based upon readings in current tropical literature.
(4) Research paper/presentation: Which will focus on specific items of the Belize experience and associated literature.
Class Attendance:  
The trip is mandatory.  In this course the instructors will require active participation of each student during each class meeting.  Class participation points and homework will only be accepted late, when accompanied with appropriate documentation.  By missing class you will not be able to participate in class discussions and the class will not benefit from your ideas and comments. If you are absent, you must contact the professor as soon as possible.

Lectures prior to leaving: (Lectures are subject to change.)

14 Jan

An encyclopedic look at Central America

21 Jan

A history of Belize


22 Jan

A brief overview of ecology


28 Jan 

Reptiles and amphibians of Belize


4 Feb

Insects of Belize (guest lecture)

11 Feb

Birds of Belize


18 Feb

Freshwater fishes of Belize


25 Feb

Coral Reefs 

4 Mar

Coral Reefs II

11 Mar

Marine fishes of Belize


18 Mar

Ethnobotany (guest lecture)

25 Mar

Spring Break – No Class

1 Apr

Ethnomedicine (guest lecture)

8 Apr

Developing a project


15 Apr

Traveling abroad

22 Apr

TBA


29 Apr 
TBA

SAFTEY FIRST!!!!

Travel and Field Experience are inherently more dangerous than classroom lecture.  You or some one else can be hurt by your actions!  If at any time you pose a threat to yourself or anyone else we will take the following steps:

1)  You will be notified by either Dr. Jones or another trip leader that your behavior is not acceptable and must be changed immediately. 

2) A second notice will result in a loss of privileges.

3) At third notice you will be transported to the nearest airport and sent home with no refund.  

Class Rules:

The following are a set of rules that you must agree to prior to traveling.

1) You must treat each other and everyone else with respect.

2) For your safety, you must listen and obey any professor on the trip. 

3)  No drugs or hard liquor (a limited amount of beer is acceptable, if you are of age).

4) If you are taking medication you must notify one of the instructors

5) No leaving the premises without direct permission from Dr. Jones.

6) Do not walk paths at night by your self.

7) SHAKE OUT YOUR SHOES, scorpions are common.

8) No weapons permitted, not even dive knifes or multi-tools

Requirements:




Assignments


Possible Points



Journal



100 pts




Identification Quiz

200 pts




Paper



100 pts 
Project Presentation

200 pts
Class Participation

400 pts



Total:


   
1000 pts

There will be differing requirements for the various student classifications, non-major undergrad, COS undergrad, and graduate students. All students will be required to complete a minimum of two pages per night in their journal while on the trip. For ID quizzes, graduate students will be required to score a passing grade of 95%, non-major students will have to score an minimum of 80% and COS undergraduates will have to score a minimum of 85%.  All students will take the quizzes until they achieve a passing score. For projects, graduate students will be group leaders while on the trip.  Every small group will have a minimum of 1 non-major, 1 COS undergraduate and 1 graduate student, as enrollment permits.  Graduate students will be responsible for data handling of and supervise the writing for the small group projects.
Grading Scale:

A normal grading scale (90-100% = A; 80-89% = B; 70-79% = C; 60-69% = D; <59% = F) will be followed for overall grade assignments.




Students with Disabilities: Marshall University is committed to equal opportunity in education for all students, including those with physical, learning and psychological disabilities.  University policy states that it is the responsibility of students with disabilities to contact the Office of Disabled Student Services (DSS) in Prichard Hall 117, phone 304 696-2271 to provide documentation of their disability.  Following this, the DSS Coordinator will send a letter to each of the student’s instructors outlining the academic accommodation he/she will need to ensure equality in classroom experiences, outside assignment, testing and grading.  The instructor and student will meet to discuss how the accommodation(s) requested will be provided.  For more information, please visit http://www.marshall.edu/disabled or contact Disabled Student Services Office at Prichard Hall 11, phone 304-696-2271.”

The reason for this request is so that students with disabilities understand both their rights and responsibilities regarding requesting accommodations.

Policy on Academic Dishonesty:  I take cheating very seriously.  I will follow the student handbook on definitions and actions precisely. 
